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2nd April 2020  

Ref: 2020/00213/LAPR – Savannah Catering Ltd - 105 Uxbridge Road, London, W12 8NL 

Re: Letter for the Licensing Sub-Committee 

At Savannah Restaurant we pride our self as a community business and hub for our customers who 
travel from all over London and outside of the UK to dine, meet their families/relatives and international 
friends for celebratory functions. The business has been operating since 2012 in its inception catering 
for the residents and community without disruption to community harmony and safety. Fortunately, our 
customers are well behaved consisting of young professionals, families, young graduates with 
aspirations in life. Our customer base has helped us operate well and conform with our built environment 
and the safety requirements of our borough of Hammersmith and Fulham. 

License Request: 

As a business, we have made the following license application on the grounds that we would like to 
expand our business hours to accommodate our expanding customer base and best utilise our business 
premises/space. This is in line with our business plans and economic progress: 

An application for a new licence was submitted by Savannah Catering Limited on the 20th February 
2020.  

• The following activities were included on the application:  
• Late night refreshment (on and off the premises)   
• Sunday to Thursday 23:00 to 00:00 • Friday and Saturday 23:00 to 01:00  

As a business, we respect and recognise the area which our business is situated in is subject to 
Shepherd’s Bush Cumulative Impact Policy. These restrictions are useful in deterring anti-social 
behaviour and crime. However, we take the view it should not be used against law abiding businesses, 
stifling their economic progress and vision for their businesses. There is a balance to be struck. Where 
there is evidence of crime and anti-social behaviour associated with businesses, these restrictions are 
relevant. However, it should not be utilised as a blunt instrument without evidence and proportionality.  

The preliminary advice that is being provided so far to the committee may well be relevant for the area. 
However, it is out of step with the evidence associated with our business and history in the area. Such 
decisions of this nature should assess our business strategically and holistically without resorting to 
issues that are beyond our control as a business. 

In fact, the evidence has shown that as we cater for hard- to-reach communities in a safe, comfortable 
and inviting business environment, we are actually keeping in doors for their enjoyment, away from the 
streets and exposure to anti-social behaviour. Thus, we take the view, this makes a positive contribution 
and enhancement of the area’s Cumulative Impact Policy.  
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Police Consultation and Partnership 

Following close consultation with our local Shepherds Bush Police Officers we have been sent a list of 
the compliance procedure, which we have agreed in writing to comply with as part a community 
business partnership. These partnerships in the area are critical and we are willing to go the extra mile 
to comply with our standard obligations.  

Decision: 

As a business we respect the efforts and work being carried out by Council staff and Police to make 
sure we are all on the same wave length to enhance the safety and environment of Hammersmith and 
Fulham, particularly Shepherds Bush area. While we agree this is essential, we also take the view blunt 
instruments that are beyond control and without evidence should not be utilised to hinder our economic 
progress and prosperity as a growing business that caters particularly for hard- to-reach communities 
in our borough and beyond. 

The license we have requested is proportional to the evidence before us all and such decision from 
the Sub-Committee should kindly also reflect this going forward proportionally and reasonably. I 
believe it is in the best interest of our local community and I am confident the Council is willing to 
support their local businesses under the current economic circumstances. 

Kind regards, 
Abdiaziz Dirir  
Manager 
 


